Introducing
SAI Platform’s
Farm Sustainability
Assessment (FSA)

What is SAI
platform?

Sustainable Agricultural
Initiative (SAI) Platform is the
global food and drink industry’s
primary platform for driving
sustainable agriculture.
SAI Platform is already helping many leading food and
drink companies to achieve sustainable production and
sourcing of a wide range of different agricultural raw
materials globally.
To date, over 75 members have joined this fast growing
non-profit organization.
SAI Platform:
•

Gathers and develops knowledge and insights on
sustainable agriculture, which it shares with all
interested parties to reach a common understanding
of the concept and of its long-term implications and
benefits – for both farmers and industry

•

Adopts an inclusive approach, taking into account all
valuable initiatives and concepts, including elements
from both integrated and organic farming, where they
contribute to sustainable agriculture

•

Aims to promote sustainable agriculture for
mainstream agricultural produce through
a continuous improvement process that can be easily
and simply adopted by farmers worldwide

•

Works intensively with all food chain stakeholders and
initiatives willing to play a role in the development,
recognition and implementation of sustainable
practices for mainstream agriculture

Farm Sustainability
Assessment (FSA)
is a new, highly
effective,
multi-purpose
tool that is helping
the food and
drink value chain
around the world
produce, sell and
source more and
more sustainably
grown agricultural
products.
That matters because, as the world’s
population increases and we have
less and less resources, we have to
significantly scale up our sustainable
farming practices and the volume of
sustainably grown agricultural products
that we produce and sell.
FSA marks an important, new step
towards improving sustainable farming
practices on a global scale not seen
before and is rapidly becoming the
preferred choice of the world’s food and
drink brands, as it covers a multitude of
crops around the world.

What is FSA?

Using its Principles and Practices as a starting point,
SAI Platform created and then tested FSA with member
companies and expert input from NGOs, universities,
farmers and farmer representatives.
FSA currently covers all crops produced for food and
beverage agricultural ingredients, globally.
The result is a simple online tool made up of around
100 questions based on sustainable farming practices
recognized by the food and drink industry. Plus an
easy scoring mechanism that can be used for on-farm
assessments and to benchmark existing private and
independent sustainable sourcing schemes.
By using the FSA tool, SAI Platform aims to increase
the consistency of communication within the food and
beverage supply chains about sustainability expectations.
At the same time, FSA significantly reduces the time
and expense involved in the inevitable duplication at
farm and supply base levels from carrying out multiple
assessments and assurances. It also promotes continuous
improvement in the sustainable production of agricultural
resources.

Why should
companies
be interested?
•

FSA can be used as single tool for
sustainable sourcing across many
commodities

•

FSA helps to engage with
producers, assess farm
sustainability and create a basis for
improvement plans

•

FSA creates a single reference for
the benchmarking of standards
(both third party and private
standards and codes)

•

FSA can also be used to identify
key risks in a supply chain, based
on assessments on farm

•

FSA reduces and can even
eliminate duplication in
assessments and verification
efforts

Why should
farmers be
interested?
•

FSA is a simple, easy and effective
way to assess sustainable
agriculture practices and
communicate to customers in a
clear and consistent format

•

FSA saves farmers time and
resources by removing the need
to complete multiple assessments
for multiple customers. FSA is a
one stop shop for on-farm and
cross-commodity sustainability
assessment

•

FSA increases farmers’ market
access to companies who use
FSA as their sustainable sourcing
reference – which already includes
over 30 leading global food and
drink companies

•

FSA equips farmers with valuable
knowledge and insights that help
them improve their sustainable
agricultural practices

How does FSA work?
FSA is free to use for and available to SAI Platform members and anyone
else who is interested.
The FSA questions are based on sustainable farming practices universally recognized in the food and drink
industry and cover the environmental, economic and social impacts of farming.

Environmental
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Agro-chemicals
Air
Biodiversity
Crop Protection
Farm Management
Planting
Soil Management
Waste Management
Water Management

Social

Economic
•
•
•

Financial Stability
Market Access
Legal Compliance

•
•
•

Health and Safety
Labor Conditions
Local Community

FSA consists of three levels of questions; essential, basic and advanced.
The purpose of these levels is to encourage all farmers to engage and to create a roadmap for
continuous improvement.
•

The ‘Essential’ questions are about decent citizenship (e.g. prohibiting forced or bonded labor) and
should be straightforward to comply with for any farmer working towards sustainability  

•

‘Basic’ level questions identify the fundamental elements of sustainable farming

•

The next step in sustainable farming is captured in the ‘Advanced’ questions

Questions can be completed in two ways:
1. Using the online interface which is available on the ITC Standards Map: www.standardsmap.org/fsa
•

The online interface also offers filters for local legislation and regulations to increase ease of use and
reduction of duplicative questions

•

Data protection is assured as results can be kept confidential, or shared with others as per the user’s
(producers and suppliers) wishes. The system is secure as the online interface belongs to the UN
organization International Trade Centre (ITC)

2. Using an excel sheet available to download at www.saiplatform.org/fsa, for early checking or a first
orientation of the FSA

FSA implementation materials
Resources that are or will be available include:
•
•
•
•

Benchmarking methodology and a list of completed benchmarks
FSA Implementation Framework
User guides for the Excel and ITC StandardsMap tools
Communications materials

You can find all materials here: www.saiplatform.org/fsa

FSA scores sustainable agriculture
on 3 performance levels
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•

Bronze refers to a minimum 100% coverage of essentials and 75% of basic.
Solid base of good farming practices.

•

Silver refers to a minimum 100% coverage of essentials, 80% of basic, and 50% of advanced.
Sustainable farming practices recognized by leading companies.

•

Gold refers to a minimum 100% coverage of essentials, 100% of basic and 75% of advanced.
Sustainable farming practices that really stand out.

FSA drives
sustainable
practices and
continuous
improvement
•

A key goal of SAI Platform and
its members using FSA is the
promotion and support of
continuous improvement within
sustainable agriculture

•

Suppliers to food & drink companies
are encouraged to use FSA to
identify sustainability gaps, and to
support producers and thereby
becoming more sustainable,
economically, socially and
environmentally

•

SAI Platform supports its members’
suppliers in the development of roll
out plans for FSA with their farm
supply base

•

FSA encourages producers to create
action plans to improve or expand
on-farm sustainability practices

•

Companies can improve their
performance by increasing their
sustainable sourcing ambitions for
their suppliers to meet bronze, silver
or gold performance levels

•

In addition, SAI Platform will revise
and update FSA every three years,
based on a stakeholder engagement
process

•

FSA is an integral part of SAI
Platform‘s overall activities, allowing
for relevant new insights and
research, experience in farmer
engagement and business impact
evaluations to be feeding into FSA’s
further development

If you have any questions
or comments about SAI
Platform’s Farm Sustainability
Assessment, or if you want to
discuss using it, please contact
SAI Platform at
info@saiplatform.org.

